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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A communication device comprising: 

first: connection means for malcing a connection to a 
computer network; / 

second connection means for making a connection to a 
public switched telephone network; 

post office designation /means for designating a post 
office form a plurality of post offices provided for 
respective e-mail users, trie plurality of post offices 
being provided in an e-mail server connected to the 
computer network; / 

e-mail reception /means for receiving, from the 
e-mail server, e-mail data stored in the designated post 
office; / Ai 

conversion mesons for converting the received e-mail 
data into facsimile/ dusigg^data ; and 

transmiiss^op/^neans for transmitting the facsimile 
image data to/a desired destination. 

2 . A communication device according to Claim 1 , 
further comprising means for receiving a remote operation 
command via the public switched network, wherein the 
command /identifies a post office in the e-mail server and 
commands said communication device to transfer e-mail 
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stored in the identified post oytfice* 

3. A communication device according to Claim 2, 
wherein the command includes user identification data and 
password data, and wherein/ if the e-mail server includes 
a post office corresponding to the user identification 
data and if the password /data is coincident with password 
data assigned to the corresponding post office, then e- 
mail stored in the corresponding post office is received 
from the corresponding post-office, 

4. A communication device according to Claim 2, 
wherein the command/ includes destination data indicating 
the desired^de^ti nation, 

5. / A communication devic^ccording to Claim 2, 
whereinl when thof conuhand^does not include destination 
data ind\catir^rf the desired destination, the desired 
destination is/ a predetermined destination. 

6. A communication device according to Claim 2, 
wherein whery the facsimile image data is ready for 
transmission, if the connection to the public switched 
telephone network is currently maintained without being 
disconnected, said transmission means transmit via the 



h3> 



- 45 - 



public switched telephone network/ using the connection, 
and if the connection to the put/lie switched telephone 
network is not currently maintained, said transmission 
means transmits the facsimile/ image data via the public 
switched telephone network by automatically making a call 
to the desired destination. 
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7. A communication device according to Claim 2, 
further comprising means/ for receiving information 
identifying a caller from the public switched telephone 
network, wherein if the command does not include 
destination data indicating the desired destination, said 
transmission means transmits the facsimile image data to 
a destination indYc&ted by the information identifying 
the called . 

8. & communication <±&v±jz€ according to Claim 2, 
wherein i£^fch§ fconunand includes information specifying a 
mode in which fche e-mail data is to be received from the 
designated posit office, the e-mail data is received from 
the designated post office in the specified mode. 



9, A communication device according to Claim 8, 
wherein if /the command does not include information 
specifying a mode in which the e-mail data is to be 
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received from the designated post office, the e-mail data 
is received from the designate^ post office in a 
predetermined mode. 

10. A communication device according to Claim 1, 
further comprising informcUng means for, when access is 
made to the designated pc/st office and there is no new e- 
mail in the designated post office, sending a message to 
the desired destination that there is no new e-mail. 



11. A communicat/ion method for a communication 
device connected to both a computer network and a public 
switched telephone Network, said method comprising the 
steps of : 

receiving a rjbri\ote operation command via the public 
switched t/elephon$J Network; 

in response l-phi the command, ^designating a post 
office fr'pm a plprari^Y_^^^^ost offices provided for 
respective e^tfiail users, the plurality of post offices 
being provided /in an e-mail server connected to the 
computer network; 

receiving, from the e-mail server, e-mail data 
stored in the designated post office; . 

converting the received e-mail data into facsimile 
image data;/ and 
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transmitting the facsimile /image data to a desired 
destination by facsimile communication, 
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12. A communication method according to Claim II, 
wherein the command includes user identification data and 
password data, and whereiA, if the e-mail server includes 
a post office corresponding to the user identification 
data and if the password data is coincident with password 
data assigned to the corresponding post office , then e- 
mail stored in the corresponding post office is received 
from the corresponding post-office. 

13. A communication method according to Claim 11, 
wherein the cgirimancjl includes destination data indicating 
the desired/destirVa 




14. A| conunuri^ca^ion mettxeQ according to Claim 11, 
wherein wh&jn tb^f command does not include destination 
data indicating/ the desired destination, the desired 
destination is /a predetermined destination. 



15. A communication method according to Claim 11, 
wherein when the facsimile image data is ready for 
transmission/ if a connection to the public switched 
telephone nefbwork is currently maintained without being 
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disconnected, said transmission step /transmits the 
facsimile image data to * the desired/ destination via the 
public switched telephone network /using the connection, 
and if the connection to the public switched telephone 
network is not currently maintained, said transmission 
step transmits the facsimile image data via the public 
switched telephone network by automatically making a call 
to the desired destination.* 



16. A communication /method according to Claim 11,. 
further comprising the step of receiving information 
identifying a caller from the public switched telephone 
network, wherein if the command does not include 
destination ^^ta^kda eating the desired destination, said 
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17. A communication method according to Claim 11, 
wherein if the command includes information specifying a 
mode in whict^ the e-mail data is to be received from the 
designated post office, the e-mail data is received from 
the designated post office in the specified mode. 



18. A communication method according to Claim 17, 
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wherein if the command does not: includie information 
specifying a mode in which the e-maifl data is to be 
received from the designated post office, the e-mail data 
is received from the designated p^st office in a 
predetermined mode . 

19. A communication method according to Claim 11, 
further comprising an informing step of, when access is 
made to the designated post office and there is no new e- 
mail in the designated posy office, sending a message to 
the desired destination that there is no new e-mail. 



20. A computer-readable storage medium storing a 
computer prograny^Sbnte^Lning routines executable as a 
method by a cczfmputer £o\a communication device connected 
to both a cqmputer n^-fcWdrk and a public switched 
telephone network, ^fefi-W method comprising the steps of: 

receiving a rotfoteN^era^oa^ommand via the public 
switched tele^hcrfie/ network; 

in response /to the command, designating a post 
office from a plurality of post offices provided for 
respective e-maifl users, the plurality of post offices 
being provided n.n an e-mail server connected to the 
computer network; 

receivind . from the e-mail server, e-mail data 
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stored in the designated post offtlce; 

converting the received e-iyail data into facsimile 
image data; and 

transmitting the facsimile image data to a desired 
destination by facsimile communication. 



21. A storage medium according to Claim 20, 
wherein the command includes user identification data and 
password data, and wherein, if the e-mail server includes 
a post office corresponding to the user identification 
data and if the passwora data is coincident with password 
data assigned to the corresponding post office, then e- 
mail stored in the corresponding post office is received 
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g post-office. 

^jlium according to Claim 20, 

on data indicating 



23. A storage medium according to Claim 20, 
wherein when thA command does not include destination 
data indicating/ the desired destination, the desired 
destination is /a predetermined destination. 



24. A storage medium according to Claim 20, 
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wherein when the facsimile image data is ready for 
transmission, if a connection to the public switched 
telephone network is currently maintained without being 
disconnected, said transmission/ step transmits the 
facsimile image data to the defeired destination via the 
public switched telephone network using the connection, 
and if the connection to the' public switched telephone 
network is not currently maintained, said transmission 
step transmits the facsimiAe image data via the public 
switched telephone network by automatically making a call 
to the desired destinati/on. 



25. A storage 



p. urn according to Claim 20, 
wherein said /method WJirther comprises the step of 
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identifying a caller from the 
phone network, wbeTein if the command 
indicating the desired 




destination, said/ transmission step transmits the 
facsimile image data to a destination indicated by the 
information identifying the caller. 



26. A storage medium according to Claim 20, 
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wherein if the command includes information specifying a 
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mode in which the e-mail data is to be received from the 



designated post office, the e-mail data is received from 
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■the designated post office in the specified mode, 



27, A storage medium according to Claim 26, 
wherein if the command does not include information 
specifying a mode An which the e-mail data is to be 
received frpm tho/ designated post office, the e-mail data 
is receivecj froiffj the designated post office in a 
predetermined rfu&de , 



28, A Storage medium according to Claim 20, 
wherein said method further comprises an informing step 
of, when access is made to the designated post office and 
there is/no new e-mail in the designated post office, 
sending/ a message to the desired destination that there 
is no new e-mail. 



